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Advertiſement. 


YOuld either 


my delires,or 
endeavours have 
revailed for the 
26663" of the 
following Letter, 
it had been burt 
ed in the ſame 


A 73 Grave 


2 Advertiſement. , 


Grave with her to 
whom it was ad- 
drelsd. But be- 
ing fallen into the 

ands of her Re 
lations after her 
Death, many Co- 
pies were diſper- 
ſed before my re- 
turninto England, 
and thereby a ne- 
cellity put upon 


me 


Advertiſement. 3 
me cither- to pub- 
l{h,itmy 164f, as, 
to --have the dil-) 
ſatisfaction-of- {ec-y 
ing others do ity 
for me. 


T his being the 
true account of 
the Edition of this 
ſhort TT reatile , 1, 
thall need the lelg 


A4 Apo 


& 2 vertiſement. 


Apology, if there 
leem nothing 1 in 1t 
for which it ſhould 
be expoſed to a 
publick view, It 
was Writ as a PFi- 
vate Letter, to a 
perſon of more 
Piety, than Cu- 
riofity ; and with- 
out any proſpett ; 

my I may add 


-more, 


Advertiſement; 5 
more, upon an 
aſſurance that 4t 
thould never come 
to any ones{1ght 
but her own. And 
therefore it ought 
not to be won- 
derd if it appear 
with all the plain- 
nels and freedom; 
which an Epiſto- 
laryStileand Et 

Ag rader 


& Advertiſement. 
racer. -required. 


For the reſt, asI 
can ſincerely pro- 
fels that it was no 
principle of vani- 
ty that led me 
firſt to write it, 
{o much leſs does 
any ſuch- Motive 
mduce me now to 
publiſh it. It was 


to ſerve a greater 
and 


Adveriifſemite. - F- 

and better end; I 
both then did; and 
now do deltgn it : 

' Andif thole who 
ſhall hereafterper- 
uſe it, do it but. 
with the ſame pi- 

ety that ſhe did 

for whom it. was 
compoled , I am 
perlwaded neither 
they nor I ſhall 
A.6 have. 


3 Advertiſement. | 


kaye any caule 
to repent us of 


our Labour. 


| 


(9) 


Paris April 5, S.N. 16344 


Madam 3 


HE Addreſs 1 
here make you, 
how meanly ſo- 

ever 1 have performed it; 
is yet ſo ſuitable to your 
circumſtances, and */0 
well befits. my charatter; 

that 


(ro) 

that IT make no_daubt 
bytt :you will accept it 
with the ſame charity 
that I have deſigned it. 
And therefore inſtead of 
making Apologies for 
my undertaking , Twill 
rather ſend it to you with 
my hearty Prayers, that 
thoſe few direftions have 
here put tqgether, may 
be as truly uſeful to you, 
as ] dg gſjure. you. they 
were xeally by me inten- 
ded for your ſervice. 

=. nl 


(2) 


You are not, Ma- 
dam, to expeFft in this 


ſhort draught any thing 


but what you have often 
already heard, aud, I 
perſwade my {4 have 
long praftiſe Reli- 
gion is none of theſe 
things that change 
with the Faſhion R 
end accommodate thems 


ſelves to the mode: 


And though we have of 
late met with [ome who 
have 


('1z ) 
have endeavoured upon 
the foundations of Chri- 
Rianiry to ereft a new 
Scheme of Court-Di- 
vinity, by making the 
way to Fleaven both 
broader and ſmoother 
than it is : yet beth the 
projettors and thoſe that 
follow thent will ſadly 
find themſelves, miſtaken 
in the end ; when the one 
[hall periſh for betray- 
mg their Maſter, and 
the others be condemn'd 


for 


(r3) 
for not rejefting ther In» 
noVations. 


But, Madam, if 
you fmd nothing new 
the matter, I am fure 
much leſs will you have ar 
ny thing in the Stile and: 
Methad, but what is 
plain and eaſie. In fuch 
diſcourſes as theſe , be 
feems to me to ſpeak 
moſt properly, that ex» 
preſſes himſelf moſt clears 
ly. Some things indeed 3 

ſhould. 


(24) 
fſwuld have added ; others 
have changed, and have 
dreſs d the whole with 
greatey care'; but Thad 
httle time, and much 0: 
ther- buſineſs, which 1 
am ſure you know to be 
more than pretence. 
The rules yet I am con» 
fident are ſound and uſe- 
ful, and may as they are, 
ferve your devotion ; 
But if your abundance 
of better helps fruſtrate 
that deſugn, yet at leaft 


you 


| (15) 
| you will be pleaſed ts 
eſteem it an undoubted 


teſtimony of that ſwicert- 
ty with which I am, 
Madam, 


Your-moſt humble, 
and moſt obedient 
Servant, 


W. Waks 


Intro- 


(16) 


— — 
— 


__— 


INTRODUCTION, 


| Hers 1s nothing 
hath proved more 
fatal to that due Prepares 


tion we ought to make 
for another life, than our 
unhappy miſtake of the 
nature of this.. We are 
brought into the World, 
Children, Ignorant. and 
Impotent ; we grow up 
T1 vanity and folly ; and 
when we come to be. 
Men, we are but very 
little more prudent and 

more 


- Introduftion. 47 
more conſiderate. The 


whole of our Reflefiions . 


terminatey in this, - what 
courſe we are to take 
to paſs our time ; ſome 
to get, others to ſpend 
their. Eſtares ; and when 
or * Inclination , 
Frieads, or Fortune have 
the choice , 
we are thea centred in, 
and our remaining buſi- 
oos to puree thus cad 
to the van 

for our preſent aka 
our future eſtabliſhment. 
Thus ' are our thoughts 
and our defires wholly 
tied to, this World ;. we 
1-7] vaialy 


FOCMMT 


1% :IntroduFtion. 

vainly projet a ſertls- 
mentin xt, nor Took we 
any farther than the lit 
tle Intereftsand Employ- 
ments thereof engage 
us. | 


lrif iavity, I chink it is 
CENT 
the tying of our affeRi- 
dns Þ mach to this 
World, that above any 


Introduttion. 19 
for the unhappy influ- 
ence of xx $0 the Decay of 


Chriſtiavity, I think it is 
CECITIEDES 


zo TItroduttion. 


for which therefore the 
gan! affair of our whole 
lives now ſhould be to 


provide..*. | TE) 


3. Is rr poſſible to 
be 1 _ that * we 
ſhould fach - num- 
bers dagnis 'their -lives 
_ Labours , ' {ame to 
eap- together - A tiztde 
dirt al bury-them 
in tlie end ;- Orhers to 


by more chin 'tis-truly 


given ; | 
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Introduftion 21 


given ; Moſt to purſue 
the pleaſures (as they 
call them ) of their Na» 
tures; which begin in 
fin, are carried on with 
Danger, and end in bit- 
terneſs ; and ſcarce one 
that troubles himſelf a- 
bout the Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven, Or at leaſt lives as -if 
he did ſo; would Men 
feriouſly perſwade them- 
ſelves A they have here 
no abiding place, no City 
0 dwell in: __ = ON- 
. in their paſſage to 
heavenly Jeruſalem, 
their City which is above, 
where alone true happi- 
nels 


22 Introduttion. 


neſs is to be found, and 
upon which therefore 
their thoughts and their 
endeavours ought chiefly 
to be employed. 


4. CAN we behold the 
vices and debaucheries of 
many ; the careleſsneſs 
and ureligion of almoſt 
all; and believe that the 
Chriſtian World 1s, lert- 
ouſly convinced of thoſe 
great truths their Religi- 
onteaches them of A fu- 
ture life, and A vaſt Eter- 


nikon, according a 
nts, a as 
we obſerve or negle the 


Duties 


Introduftion, 2 3 


Duties it commands in 
This ? 


5. How ſhall we te- 
lieve that thoſe Mea are 
perſwaded of the true 
buſineſs of this Life, that 
'tis the time of tryal, that 
God has thrown us into 
this World as into A Cir- 
cle, to exerciie our ſelves 
in it, and receive the 
Crownif we come off with 
Victory, who fo ſhame- 
fully dechne the Combat ; 
and are ſo far from ob- 
taining the victory, that 
we are ſcarcely to be 
brought but even to do 

| B. 2 any 


2:4 Introduftion, 
any thing towards it.” 


6. In a w 
it poſlible 
thoughts of 


ture age 
{titution , 


willing to go te 
and ro Rew 
of their Labours;, had 
they ever truly conſide- 
red all theſe t 5 and 
not rather with old Sime- 
on ling their Nunc dimit- 

tis, 


Introduftion., 2 5 


tis, with comfort and 
aſſurance ; 

d cry Luk. 2. 29. 
withs, 

, Phil. 1,'21. Tome 
Ve 1s 

. 41d Phil. r. 21. 23+ 
ye 2s 

; and again, v. 23. 1 
c 4 m_=_ fo depart and 
be with Chrift. 


7. Wert I now, Ma- 

dam, to deal with an 
other than your ſelf.theſs 
and the like conſiderati- 
ons would engage me, 
before I entred on the 
following preſcriptions-, 

| B 3 to 


24 Introduftion, 
any thing towards it." 


6. In a word; were 
it poſſible that the 
thoughts of Ezernity, but 
eſpecially the near ap- 
proaches of it, by a ma- 
ture age, a craſy con- 
ſtirution, or a violent" 
ſickneſs, ſhould amaze 
ſo many as we find it 
does, make them -ſo un» 
willing to go to Chriſt, 
and receive the Reward 
of their Labowrs; had 
they ever truly conſide- 
red all theſe ge; and 
not rather with old Sime- 
on ling their Nunc dimit- 


Hs, 


Introduftion. 2 5 


tis, with comfort and 
aſſurance ; 

and cry Luk. 2. 29» 

out withsS. 

Paul, Phil. 1, 21. Tome 
to live is 

Chrift, and Phil. 1. 21. 23 
to dye 3s 

gain ;and again, v. 23. T 
have 4 _ to depart and 
to be with Chriſt. 


7. Wert I now, Ma- 
dam, to deal with an 
other than your ſelf,theſs 
and the like conſiderati- 
ons would engage me, 
before I entred on the 
following preſcriptions;, 

B 3 to 


26 HIntroduftion, 


to diſpoſe your mind to 
a reception of them, by 
{ſhewing you the great 
unerelt we have in Eter= 
nity; Thatour Lives are 
uncertain, to be ſure can- 
not be long here , and 
that therefore we ought 
to haſten all we can, be» 
fore it be too late, to 
examine our Souls, and 
rovide for futurity. 
hat all the Iztle Ob- 
jets we now purſuc, for 
which our caſe, our con- 
{cience, nay our very Re- 
ligion it ſelf is facri 
ficed by us, are but vani- 
tics and trifles, neither 
worthy 


Introduftion. 27 


worthy in themſelves , 
nor fatisfying in- their 
enjoyment ; But, Madam, 
your vertue ,. and your 
prudence, make all fuch 
"> Cg unneceſlary 
ormalities, and inſtead 
of opening the way tothe 
following Addreſs by 
{uch infinuations, I ought 
rather toapologize for my 
indiſcretion-in the whole 
undertaking, which your 
picty prevents,and which 
your dayly. pradtice 
ſhews you already to un- 
derſtand beyond any 
thing TI am able to offer 
tor your aſſiſtance. 

B 4. $8. Ne> 


23 HI'iroduftion. 


$8, NEVERTHELESS 
ſince it has pleaſed God 
to an excellent natural 
diſpoſition to add yet 0- 

ther Obligations, and b 
the troubles of this Life 
to draw you to himſelf; 
to ſhew you worthy of 
his favour, and I truſt 
more highly to reward 
you in the next ; be plea» 
{ſed to- give- me- leave 
this way to congratulate 
with you thoſe Evils, 
which ſo many are wont 
to lament, and which 
no one more ſincerely 
wiſhes ( if it pleaſe God ) 
to ſee you free from, 
than 


hitroduftion. 29 
than my ſelf; and as you 


have done me the honour 
to command my atten- 
danee whilſt . you were 
with us here, pardon 
me if I intrude _ 
your meditations a few 
% my _ _ Re- 

Hions,to lu my abs 
ſence; and be H Teſti. 
mony of that real reſpe& 
wherewith I honour 
you now in your reures 
ment. 


ps Pyeparation 


CHAP. I. 


Of Contentedneſs under 
your Condition, 


"Ho? I am infi- 

nitely diſtant from 

that excellent perfettion. 
whieh made the Primi- | 
trve Chriſtians glory im |! 
their tribulations, and St. 
Paul rejoice in. that ſting 
tn the fleſh which God 
had given him as a pecu- 
liar Bleſhng from above z | 

yet is ut really ſome fatis- 
faction 


foz Path, 31: 


faftion to me, that I am 
not now wholly liable to 
that Cenſure , which 1s 
ſo uſually made on theſe 
occaſions,that tis eaſie for 
any Man when he is well ts, 
give advice to them that 
ere not. It hath pleaſed 
God, for the raſhneſs per-- 
haps of my uſual dif-- 
courſe, to make it at pre- 
ſent very uneaſy for me 
to ſpcak atall. I can- 
not but acknowledge his . 
Mercy in the. Admont- 
tion, and if it pleaſe him 
alkogether to ſilence me, , 
{o, That TI ſhall not only, . 
as now, ſpeak wich dith- 
| R 6 culty,, 


32 Pyeparation 
culty, but wholly, be 
diſabled to open my 
mouth, to any articulate 
utterance, yetTI hope he 
will give me graceeven 
in my thoughts to praile 
him; To conſider the 
juſtice of his proceeding 
with me, and to implore 
his-pardon of what my 
_ have , juſtly deſer- 
ved. 


2, IT cannot be de- 
ny'd but that this is an 
exerciſe of the moſt difti- 
cult Nature, and the 
Apoſtle himſelf confeſſes 
even where he moſt ex- 

horts 


fo: Death, 33 


horts us to an acquieſ- 
cence 1n it, 
That no cha- _ — 
enins for 
The preſent ſeemeth to be 
Joyous, but grievous ; Yet 
conſiderations there are 
that are able to alleviate 
our greateſt miſeries, and 
make us, .if not come u 
tg the charaCter- of thoſe 
who rejoyee in Tribul 6 
tions, yet at kealt ſatisfy 
the duty I am now re- 
commending , of being 
patient and contented un- 
der our ſufferings. 


3. AND 


34. Pteparation- 


}. ANÞ the firſt of 
theſe both in our pra- 
Qtice and this .Diſcourſe 
ought to be, To look wp 
to that Hand that in- 
ſhits them. 


IT is our great unhap- 
pineſs when any calami- 
ties fall upon us, that we 
are ——_— and difſatisfi- 
ed; and our whole bu- 
ſinels and projet is, 
how to remove them, 
not to conſider from 
whence they come. 
Sometimes indeed, if the 
cauſe be viſible, we dil- 

courſe 


foz Death. 35 


courſe of it as of a chance 
or a misfortune , but we 
”s at the inſtrument,. 
and never paſs on to 
him that directed it ; 
the ſecond cauſe we 
know, but trouble our 
felves.no further to re- 
cur to the firſt : where-. 
as, would we ſeriouſly 
conſider, *' that the Pro-- 
vidence of God orders 
all the affairs of the World; 
* that without his afſi- 
ſtance we can no more get 
quit of our Afiittion , 
than but by his permiſ- 
ſion we 4 fell into it ; 
* that this wunquictneſs 


there- 


36 Puaeparation 


therefore is a murmitring 
againſt his juſtice, a ve- 
bellion againſt his Provi- 
dence, upon whom alone 
we ought to rely; and 
whoſe merey we ſbould by 
all imaginable ſubmiſſion 
implore ; We ſhould then 
acq uieſce in his di > 
Gain, till it pleaſed h 
goodneſs to remove oe 
evils; cry out-with old 
Eli, It is the 
oa 2 Lord, let him 
do what ſeemeth hins good: 
and as we dayly pray 
that his will may be done in 
Earth, ſo by our ſubmil- 
Gon ſhew that we truiy 
deſire it. 4. LET 


foz Death, 37 


4. LET us to this add, 
Seconaly ; That God 
delights not to afflidt, 
mor ever milling 
grieves the Children of 
Men. 


* IT maybe we ſuf 
fer in our calamity the 
puniſhment of our ſins, 
and then-let us not mur» 
mur at that which is the 
juſt reward of our de- 
ſervings. * Perhaps God 
_—_ us n this life, that 

may the more plen- 
teouſly reward us in the 


next ; and how then 
ſhall 


z38 Pyeparari.n 


ſhall we repine againſt 
his mercy, which makes 
theſe light af- 
' fliitions that are 
but for « moment, work ont 
for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of plo- 
79; To be ſure if we 
make that uſe of them 
which he- iatends, it we 
repent ſeriouſly, ſubmit 
contentedly, and ſerve 
him faithfully, they (ſhall 
turn to our advantage : 
tho' the pailage be trou- 
bleſome, yet 1s it ſecure, 
and ſhall 1n a little time 
bring us eaſe and quict, 
and peace at the laſt. 
5. FOR 


2 Cor. 4.17 


fo2 Deakty. 49 


- $5, Forletus not mil- 
take the goodneſs of God, 
aor 1magine that becauſe 
he {mites us, therztore we 
are forſaken. by him, but 
ket us conlider rather, 


Thirdly ;. © That "tis the 
very Condition of all his 
promiſes, throuch much 
Tribulation to bring us 
to his Kjngaom ; 


&« That. bleſſed place 
*whereall evils ſhall be 
©* removed , 

* and there Revel. 21.4 

* ſhall be no 

© more any death, nor 
&« {orrow, 


40 Pyeparation 


” * ſorrow, nor crying y.u0r 
&« pain. We have a full 
account of this, Heb. 12, 
A place ſo {atisfactory,, 
that I will tranſcribe oniy 
one paſſage , to engage 
you to recur your ſelf to 
the reſt ; My for wfoif 
not thou the | 
SS chaſtning of | 
the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him; 
for whom the Lord loveth 
he chaſtneth, and ſcourg- 
eth every ſon whom he re- 
ceiveth. But, Fourthly ; 


6, Let ws look into the Ages 
* that have goxe == 


«; 


WW 6 bs the. "SS ” & YT 


foz Death, 4x 


LeT us -conſult our 
own experience 4n the 
preſent ; we ſhall find 
the obſervation of our 
Apoſtle ever to have been 
bean jr , that the beſt 

——_— fall under 
evereſt preſſures , 
Our Saviour Chriſt was 
our forerunner in this 
trial, as well as in the 
reward that accompanies 
it: He began as we 
ought to follow after, 
or the joy which was 
ſet before hims _ 
aſe R the : "a, 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſbame. 
hich of fi holy a 


42 Pyeparation 


ſtles eſcaped this trial ; 
W hat numbers of the Pri- 
mitive Saints m_ under 
the perpetnal perſecution 
of the moſt maliciousene> 
mies that Hell could raiſe 
amainſt them, for many 
hundred Years. * They 
© were ſtoned, they were 
© {awn 4 under, were lain 
Heb.11. 37 with the ſword, 
" **" they wandred 
© up anddown in ſheeps shins 
© 1nd Goats (kins being dee 
© ftitute, afflifted, tormen« 
* ted, and yet were thelc 
*the Men, of 
3% © whomtheworld 
*was not worthy, whorn 
we 


OY OO” RR —ImY Py F 


foz Death, 43 


we ought with comfort 
to look up unto, and 
ran with pati- 
exce the race 
that is ſet before us. 


Heb. 12. I. 


7. Taxst conſidera- 
tions, though T have (as 
I ought) propoſed in 

ral terms, yer I am 
ure, Madam,you will not 
tail by a particular ap- 
plication to bring them 
home to your own 
concerns; and for your 
calier performance I will 
go on if you pleaſe to 
make yet a refleftion or 
twothat may fortifie 


you 
n it. 8. IN 


44 Pzeparation 


8. IN enquiring 4nto 
the goods that you have 
tot, or the evils, you ei= 
ther fear or ſuffer ; I 


ſhall not trouble you | 


with an Enumeration of 
that which I know you 
deſpiſe, the flatreries, the 
courtſhip, the other wv4a- 


wities of the World ; 


The very loſs of theſe 
1s a happineſs almoſt c- 
| to what you un- 
ergo for it. And though 
that Beauty, which yet 


others, I perſwade my 
ſelf, valued too more, 


tughly than your felf, | 


Was 


l 


OLIN SE Tre 3 5 Offs 


foz Death, 45 
was a Bleſhng which 
you owed much to Hea- 
ven for ; yet the additi- 
onal ornaments you 
have hereby the oppor- 
tunity of making to 
your Soul, will 1a the 
end give you a mare ſolid 
fatisfaQtion, and as much 
chain to you the affeQti- 
ons of the good and 
wiſe, as the other aty 
—_— the eyes of the 
reſt. 


9. FOR your 
ditemper ; it is, God be 
thanked, neither {o trou- 


| bleſome for the preſenc, 
C as 


a6 Pyeparation 


as to take you off from all 
ſatisfaCtion ; = am 
willing to perilwade m 
IE, ſhall ir 
dangerous in its conſe» 
quence, as to deprive 
you of all hope of ſee» 
ing your ſelf again in 


= former health, og» 
oy _ and in» | 
Qed, not utterly cut | 


of by ſickneſs. 


10, HOwEvEeR , tet | 


us ſuppoſe now, as well 
as fear the worſt ; Is 
there any thing parti- 
cular 12 dying -young ? 
Do not. hounds every 


' 


Il it prove {o | 


a day 


TB. S ©, © M _ @Z &. @4« 5. See 


_ 


| 


ſoz Death. 47 
day do it ? And heave 


! ou known none in 


ealth and vigour, who 
have pitied your con- 
dition, and behold they 
are themſelves gone be» 
fore... you, even ſince 
yon , fell into this Di- 
t ftemper { And what is 
the harm then of this? 
that you have fairer 
warning than others, 
who are unexpettedly 
cut off, and ſo have a 
better opportunity, as 
well as greater engage» 
ments, to'cultivate your 
Soul, and provide for 
your latter end? To 
C 2 dye 
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dye is no pain, to leave 
this World is only to 
get quit of a trouble- | 
{ome place, where you | 
could never find any 
eaſe or quiet, any ſolid 
ſatisfaQtion and comfort. 
To go to Heaven is to 
be transferr'd to that 
Kingdom you have & 
ver long'd tor ; to enyoy 
all the glories of eter- 
nity, to become compe- 
ny for Saints and Angels, 
and behold the Bleſſed 

of God, s 
whoſe preſence there 
fo ry of joy, and @ 
whoſe right hand there | 


are 


E868 


J 
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ae pleaſures for ever- 
more. 


11, THz truth 1, 
the greateſt part of your 
misfortune 1s founded 
on the opinion of the 
World :. we fools eſteem 
theſe things evils, an4 
this makes others be- 
lieve they really are fo. 
But the good Chriſtian 
who conliders them on- 
ly as neceffary paſſages 
tO # glorious rmmortality ; 
that through this dark 
ſeene of fanſied horror 
ſees a Crown and a Throne, 
and everlaſting bleſſing s 

C3 pre- 
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prepared for him; joy- 
tully receives his Sum- 
mons as he has long 
impatiently expeCted it 
goes of out of the 
World as contentedly 
as the AFor when the 
Play is ended leaves the 
Stage. His only con- 
cern 1s, _ he ap- 

rs upon it, ſo to de- 
—_ kim, that he 
may have a Plaudite at 
laſt; and then 'tis all 
one whether his part 
ended in the Third A, 
or continues on to the 
very laſt Scene. 


I 2. SUCH, 


fo? De ' th, Ti 


12. SUCH, Madan, are 
your Obligations to this 
firſtDuty , and the per- 
formance of them will e- 

tally engage you to 
theſe three things ; 


i. Never deſpair ei- 
ther of God s bleſſings here, 
or of his reward hereaf- 
ter,” but goon as you 
have begun ; fulfil your 
duty as he has com- 
manded ; embrace his 
promiſes with Faith and 
aſſurance 5 and for the 
reſt; leave it in his hands ; 
as in the hands of a moſt: 

C 4 mer. 
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merciful Saviour, who 
himſelf became Man, 
and fſuffer'd Death upon 
the Croſs for our ſakes, 
and by that ſtupendious 
att of Mercy, has taught 
us ever to rely in all 
things upon his Good- 


nels. 


2. Murmur not at your 
ſickneſs, for thereby you 
will fin againſt God's 
Providence and Go- 
vernment ; but ſubmit 
with peace to what you 
ſuffer, and pray for 
your deliverance. I do 
not fay you fhould af- 

fect 


. Gn_x T5 Vye- W ww 
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me 
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fect a rude infenſibili- 
ty: Sighs and Groans 
and mournful exprefſi- 
ons, thee as? the ſick 
Mans proper language ; 
David roared for - 

the diſquictneſs of _ 
his ſoul ; our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf in his laft- 
and ſharpeſt pang of 
forrow, cryed out 
with a loud woice, 
before he gawe np 
the ghoſt, There 1s no- 
thing in this but what 
is innocent ; and though 
too much of it may be- 
tray your weakneſs, yet 
whi _ keep ftill a 


5 re=- 


Marthew 
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reſignation to God's diſ- 
polal, it cannot be im- 
puted to you for any 
lin. 


3- Take heed of 
that, which is the ge- 
neral fault of ſick per- 
ſons, and which a long 
diſorder almoſt unavoid- 
w brings with it, 
and that is Peeviſhaeſs. 
This will but render 
you uneaſie to your ſelf, 
and to thoſe about you; 
it troubles your repoſe, 
without doing you a- 
ny good ; and is equal- 
ly to be avoided both, 

tor 
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for the folly, and for the 
lin. 


13. I SHALL cloſe this: 
reflection with one neceſ- 
ſary remark, whichl de- 
ire you to apply to all 
the following:; . That in 

ing thus to you, 

I am 1p gpartungy - 
ou as guilty in 

this matrer, that I can 
lincerely ſay, I believe 
the exhortation wholly 
needleſs, only it was 
my duty in fo imper-- 
tant 'a coneern to omit 
nothing that might = 
way be thought necel- 
SS. cy: 
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fary; and it will he 
= {atisfaction to ſee 
ow far you are advanced 
in your duty ; and your 
engagement to- purſue 
that very little, which 
you may perhaps find 
to be ſtill wanting, 


CHAP. 
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That you ongft not to 
be amazed at the 


fear of Death. 


Here is nothing 

in the world more 
generally dreaded, and 
yet lels to be feared than 
Death. Indeed for thoſe 
unhappy Men,. whoſe 
hopes terminate in this 
life, no wonder if the 
proſpeCt of another ſeems 
terrible and amazing. 


58 P:eparation 


Hell is a place which 
the moſt reſolute Soul 
cannot but tremble. to 
think of, how much 
more to enter into ? Bur 
for him who has lived 
well, and who there- 
fore relies on God's 
mercies for an eternal 
Salvation, to ſhew this 
concern , It betrays ci- 
ther much weakneſs or 

doubt, and either 


his faith, or his pats 
rm 


or both, are leſs 
than they ought to 
be. . 


©Hz 


_— 


—— —_ —__—_ 


* HE therefore that 
* will not fear to aye, 
* mult firſ# be careful 


© toltve well. 


2. THe ſtroak of death 
is nothing ; Children en- 
dure it, and the greateſt 
Cowards find it no pam : 
But when to this we 
ſhall add the certain ap- 
prehenſion of its being 
the gate to an eternal 
ofes then may we pre- 
ume to fay , we have 
wholly conquer'd this. 
King of terrours, and- 
lng the Epinikios of St. 

Paul, 
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Paul, 1 Cor. 15.0 death 
where is thy ſting | 
grave mhere 
—. 57- Is 4 vittory | 
Thayks be to God who gi- 
veth us the vittory through 


owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Secondly ; He muſt take 
off his Aﬀettions from 


this world. 


. IT wasthe refleftion 
the Son of Srrach 
Ecclus 4.1. O death, how 
better is the remembrance 
of thee to a Man that 
liveth at veſt in his poſſeſſi-- 
ons, tothe Man that hath 
nothing 
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wothing to vex him , but 
hath proſperity in all 
things. Whilſt we pleate 
our ſelves with the vani- 
ties we enjoy here, we 
cannot expect but that ir 
mult needs be a trouble 
to us to be divorced from 
them : Bur let us only 
change the /cene; inſtead 
of theſe earthly, tran- 
lient goods ; let us raiſe 
our Souls tothe Heavenly 
and Eternal : then ſhall 
we begin to think the 
ttme long, that we are 
divorced fromthem, and 
wiſh for that end , we 
before feared. Tull tells 
| us 
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us that Cleombrotus was 
ſo taken with this ſpe-- 
culation, that having on- 
ly read in Plato the con- 
jectures of that great 
Man concerning the tate 
of the Soul after death, 
he had not patience to 
tarry the tedious courſe 
of nature, but by a vio- 
lent death cut the thread 
himſslf, that he might 
immediately enjoy, what 
he ſo infinitely delired. 


4. Nor may we forti-. 
fy our ſelves much leſs a- 
gainſt the fear of 
death, Thirdly, 


© From 
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(From the Con'dera- 
<tion of thoſe evils it 
© frees us from, than of 
* that happineſs ut 
© transfers us ta. 


When the Great Em-= 
ror of Perſia wept over 
is. Army upon this Con- 
ſideration, that within 
the revolution of a ſingle 
Age, nota Manofall 
that innumerable conflu- 
ence would be lett alive ; 
Artabanus (tanding by , 
improved his meditation.; 
by adding , that yet all 
of them ſhould meer. 
with 
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with ſo many and great 
evils, that every one 
ſhould wiſh himſelf 
dead long before that, It 
is the true charaſter of 
our lives which 
" Job once pgav 
Man that is born 
Woman hath but #4 
time to live, and 
trouble. It 
oreat bleſſing of 
that as our hives a 
miſerable, ſo are 
ry ſhort too, and 
we uſually complan 
as our misfortune, W 
ought rather to congra- 
tulate as our happinels. 
Ha 


Job 14. 1 
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Had David died a little 
ſooner, How much trou- 
ble had he eſcaped which 
now he eadured, in the 
rebellion and death of his 
Son, and all the mi- 


againft him. 
conlult his 


the promiſe 
to deliver the 
the evils to come, 
notto be made our 
dayly. prayer for its ac- 


COM- 
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with ſo many and great 
evils, that every one 
ſhould wiſh himſelf 
dead long before that. It 
is the true character of 
our lives which 

Job 14-1 Job once gave. 
Man that is bory of 4 
Woman hath but a ſhort 
time to live, and is full 
of trouble. It is the 
oreat blefling of Heaven 
that as our lives are very 
miſerable, ſo are they ve- 
ry ſhsrt too; and what 
we uſually complain of 
as our misfortune, we 
ought rather to congra- 
tulate as our happinels. 
Had 
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Had David died a little 
ſooner, How much trou- 
ble had he eſcaped which 
now he cadured, in the 
rebellion and death of his 
own Son, and all the mi- 
ſeries of a Civil War that 
was raiſed againft him. 
Let any Man conſult his 
own experience, and ſay, 
how many ſorrows he 
had miſsd,hadGod called 
him to his reſt but a few 
years before; and there- 
fore whether the promiſe 
he has made to deliver the 
juſt from the evils to come, 
notto be made our 

dayly. prayer for its ac- 
Com» 
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compliſbment , rather 
than fill our Souls with 
terror at the apprehen- 
ſion, 


But fourthly: *© Death 
* do's not only free us 
* from miſery, but fin 
* £00. 


5. Tax life ofa Chri- 
ps 
re, 0 us 
conflicts and doubtful 
conſequences : Our Tufts 
ſollicit us, the World 
encourages, the Devil 
rempts us; we fall often, 
and are never ſecure. 
But 


But Death frees us from 
all danger, ſets us ſafely 
on Shore 1n our long-cx- 
pected Canaan, where 
_ are no _—_— 
No ers, no po ty 
of falling: but eternal 
_— and immortal ſoy 
ecure our happineſs 
evermore. 


6G. TnzrsE is yet an 
advice which may uſe- 
fully be added here, and 
it is this, 


*That fince the time of 
* our dying is uncertain, 


* we ſhould every day ex- 
pet 
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* pet# what every hour 
© maybring to ns : 


IT is our great un- 
happincls in this matrer 
that though we hve ne> 
ver ſo many 'years, we 
are ſtill furprized. We 
put the evil day far 
from us, and then it 
catches us at unawares, 
— tremble - the 

| Bur us 
oo go our guard, let 
us live like _— 
expect to dye, and then 
we ſhall find theſe ters 
rors very | mach leſfen, 


and that we fear'd 
Death 
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Death only becauſe we 
were unacquaiated :with 
it. Philip King of Ma- 
cedon had a Page con- 
ftantly attending in his 
Chamber to tell him ex 
very morning as ſoon 
as he awaked, * Remem- 
ber, O Kyne, that thos 
art mortal. © 


7. BuT to quit you 
wholly of this tear, and 
that, I may cloſe this 
paint too with ſomething 
particular, give me leave, 
Madam, to delire you, 
iaſtead of a thouſand 


arguments, to recur only 
to 
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to your own experience z 
you have already lookt 
death in the face, you 
are acquainted with it, 
what have you found ſo 
terrible 1n it as to diſturb 
the repole of a good 
Chriſtian, z.e. of ſuch 
a one as your ſelf, I 
cannot without fati{- 
faction remember the 
calm, the quiet, the 
peace you' were then in; 
when every hour feem- 
ed to tell you *twas 


your laſt, Death is an 
enemy you have already 
met, and already con- 
quer'd; you have pull'd + 
2 out 
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out his fting, by the 
preparation you have 
made for it , and you 
know he has nothing 
now remaining that can 
injure or affright you. 
Only maintain your con- 
quelt, by ſecuring your 
innocence ; and working 
out your Salvation, and 
then you may with con- 
dence undervalue that 
which ſo much terrifics 
the world, and which 
yet all, even thoſe who 
the moſt dread it, muſt 
in a little time meet 
whether they will or 


no, . 
Des CHAP. 
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That you ought to be 
careful to provide 
for another World. 


H1s 1s the great 
duty of our hves, 

and ought to be the 
chief buſineſs of us all 
every day of them. No 
Man knows what the 
aexr hour may bring 
forth, and to put our 
Salvation, and the hopes 
of eternity to ſo dange- 
rous 
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rous a hazard as we do, 
when we procralitinate 
( though never {o lit- 
tle) our working of it 
out with fear and tres 
bling, 1s to ſhew cither 
a very unwarrantabic 
preſumption upon God s 
goodnels, ora very light 
eſteem of our own 
Souls, 


2. Oun lives depend 
on {o many curious parts 
and organs, ſo many dil- 
eaſes aſlail them every 
moment, ſo many ac- 
cidents may take them 
from us, that we can 

D 3 never 
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never ſay the next mi- 
nute is our own; and 
that he therefore who 
nepleats his falvati- 
on to day, may with- 
out danger put it off 
to to morrows conlide- 
ration. God has told 
us that his Spirit ſhall 
not alway ſtrive with 
Man, but as he offers 
to every one a ſpace to 
repent, {o there is a time 
too (if we omit that op- 
portunity ) when there 
ball. be no longer any 


ſpace for it. 


AND 
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AND how can any 
of us tell that this hour 
15 not the laſt wherein 
God will give us his 
grace for fo great a 
work; fo that though 
we ſhould live to fee 
the next, yet that then 
our ſentence ſhall not 
be found already pro- 
nounced , and we ſhall 
not be able to repent, 


though we never ſo much 
delire it. 


3- SUCH obligations 
therefore have we all 
immediately to conſider 

D 4 Our 
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Pl2!, 119, OXY WAay?, and turn 
55% our feet toGod's 
teſtimonies; But, Madam, 
it has pleaſed his great 
goodneſs to lay more 
than orcinary ties upon 
yau, to do this : He has 
taken you off, by a 
peculiar inſtance of his 
Mercy, from the vant- 
ties and tempations of the 
World : He has dilabled 
you from falling into 
many {ins ; and calls up- 
on you to watch againit 
the reſt ; Me has brought 
you to an early know- 
ledge of your ſelf, and 
of him, at an age when 

molt 
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moſt others are the ſer- 
vants of fin, and 
creatures of vanity. 
He has given you op- 
portunity trom the wri- 
tings and converſation 
of the beſt Men, to un- 
deritand your duty , 
your danger, and your 
intereſt : "And, Madam, 
what you ought above 
all things to bleſs him 
tor, he has givea you a 
heart too, . tO receive 1s 
ftruction, and that is 
delirous of his glory ; 
and though after 1o ma» 
ny better means as yau 
have had of informing 

D 5 your 
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your ſelf how to pro» 
ceed in this umportant 
buſineſs ; after the know- 
ledge you have attain'd, 
and the progrels you 
have made, there 1s lit- 
tle need for me to add 
any thing on this ſub» 
ject; yet I know I can- 
not better ſatishe your 
piety, or diſcharge my 
own duty, than by lay- 
ng before you, ina ſhort 
view, a proſpect of your 
hbours, through which 
you have fo Dong been 
eravelling, and are now 
{o nearly come, to ever- 
kſting Le. 

4. AT 
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4- AT the friſt Cre 
ation, when God crea- 
ted Man upon the Earth, 
he planted in him a 
Law teaching him his 
whole Duty, he gave 
him beſides, a ive 
Law not to eat of the 
fruit of the tree 
of wledge -; = ” 
re he d a perfefd 

is, he added a 
firength and abvlity 
whereby he might for 
ever have lived without 
the leaſt fin; had Adeaw 
done this , his perfeCti- 
an ( the Kynavledge and- 

D 6 Ability 
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Ability God creatcd in 
him ) had (ſtill contt- 
nued , and after a Ccer- 
tain period of years, 
which God ſhould have 
determined, he had been 
rewarded with an al- 
ſumption to eternal fe> 
licity. 


5. THis is that which 
1s uſually called THE 
FIRST COVE 
NANT, which 4 
dan farally breaking by 
his diſpbedience, foon 
fortexxed ; and came ſhort 
of that Glory which 
God. had prepared for 


hum; 
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him : yet it pleaſed the 
Lord to enter into a 
SECOND with him, 
the tenour of which was, 
That the Seed of the 
Woman {ſhould Gen. 3. 
bruiſe the Ser- 5 


pent's head: i.e, That 


Chriſt raking our nature 
upon him, and ſo becom- 
109 the ſeed of theWoman, 
ſhould perform that Co- 
venant of wrſinning obedi- 
exce which — broke, 
and yet being fault- 
teſs, undergo a ſhame. 
tul, and ignominious 
death for him and his 
Roltariny'; : and ſo bruiſe 

the 
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the Serpent”s head, 1.e.de- 
liver us from the power 
of the Devil, who by 
this tranſgreſſion had got 
the dominion over us. 


6. AND this is that Co+ 
wvenant Wwe now live un+- 
der, the promiſes of which 
are * pardon of fins 
through the blood of 
Chriſt.;  * ſtrength and 

ce to perform the con- 

tions, * and eternal 
glory to reward our la- 
bours; This is what 
God on his part has de- 
clared to us; for the re- 
quiſites -0n . ours , what. 
we 


we muſt do to obtain 
theſe bleſſings, that is the 
buſineſs of us all to 
now, and the 
delign of this place briefly 
to conlider. 


7. Wners, firſt, 1 
muſt lay down this for 
your encouragement,that 
we are no longer now 
tied to the heavy yoke: of 
a perfeCt, unſinning Obe- 
Hence ; not to have com- 
mitted any deliberate lin, 
nay or even to have per- 
hiſted in a habit and courſe 
of it ; butit is, * a ſincere 
endeavour to perform 

what- 
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whatſoever God enables 
us; * an unfeignedObedi. 
ence to the whole Goſpel 
of Chriit : and * a hearty 
bewailing of our own in» 
firmities, as often as we 
come ſhort of it ; with 
* a real; delire, and * 
true endeavour of doing 
better for the future. 


8. To enter on a mi- 
nute conſideration of thus 
would engage me to la} 
before you a Summary of 
the whole Goſpel of 
Chriſt : But, Madam, this 
were to exceed the limits 
of my deſign, & you have 


abundant 
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abundant aſſiſtances for 
this Knowledge, in thole 
excellent books which 
you have choſen for the 
companions of your Tra- 
vels. Oaly becaule cer- 
tain it 15 that the very 
belt of us come ſhort of 
our duty , and ſtand in 
need of God's pardon,and 
forgiveneſs; I will briefly 
lay betore you the method 
you are to take to obtain 
this, in the particular 
conlideration of thoſe 
two great duties of Faith 
and Repentance. 


Sect. 
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SS. L. 
Of Faith. 


FaHERE is ſcarce + 

any duty which 
ha's been ſo obſcured in 
the writings of learned 
Mea as this. I will not 
enter here 1nio any of 
their diſputes, but briefly 
ſay, what Ithink fit for 
your practice and per- 
formance of it. 


2. FAITH then is an 
aſſenting to, or believing 
* the 


* the whole word of God, 
but eſpecially of his Goſpel, 
and of the * Commands & 
* Threats axd * Promiles 
therein contained. T his 
is the nature of that 
' Faith which is required 
of us, and it is then per- 
fet when it affords to 
every one of theſe that 
aſſent which is proportt- 
oned to it, viz. 1. A firm 
aſſent to whatever the 
on has revealed : 2, 
an tential ſubmiſſion 
to the Commands: 2. 
An humble fear and awe 
of the Threats: and 4. a 
hducial relyance on the 
promiles of it. 3. To 
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2. To have the firſt 
of theſe you mult in gene- 
ral frmly believe , that 
whatever God hath 
faid,is infallibly true ; and 
though in particular , 
there be many revelatt- 
ons which you cannot it 
may be underſtand the 
poſſtbility of ; as that 
God became Man, was born 
of « Mother ſtill remaining 
aVirgin; that he ſuffered 
and aied, and yet lives for 
ever; yet muſt you un- 
doubredly conclude, that 
{ince he has plainly told 
you theſe tlunzs are ſo, 
you 
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ou ought firmly to be- 
kr lcem they ne- 
| ver fo repugnant other- 
wiſe to your apprehen- 
lion. 


4. To have the /e- 
cond, you mult in gene- 
ral hn to God's com- 
waxas, that they are moſt 
fitting, juſt, and righte- 
ous; and that all mca 
therefore ought diligent- 
ly to fulfill them; and 
ia particular you mutt 
reſolve that by the aſli- 
ſtance of Heaven you 
your felt wall. 


5. For 


| 
| 
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5. FOR the third you 
muſt believe ſtedfaftl 
that theſe threats ſhall 
certainly, as moſt juſtly 
they ought, be executed 
upon all thoſe impenitent 
Sinners againſt whom 
they are denounced, and 
that except you take care 
to work out your Re- 
conciliation, and get out 
of _ number of theſe 
unhappy creatures , you 
Red eanataly find” your 
part in them. 


6, For the /aff you 
are infallibly to belreve 
what 


"hat God has promiſed ; 
eſpecially that he will 
grove pardon of fin, and 
nat ap ſalvation to all 
bumble and repenting fin- 
mers; and for what re» 
fers to your own particu- 
hr, you are confidently 
to rely upon his word, 
that if you perform your 
, Chriſt will never 

in his; and that there- 
fore you ought to fulfill 
thoſe duties, which he 
commands, and to which 
alone this promiſe of Re- 
ward is given. 
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7. Ir s a queſtion 
which my lutle experi 
gace lets me know do's 
ottentimes- trouble very 
good Men, that certaialy 
their {4h 4n this laſt ins 
ſtance is not right,becauſe 
they ſtill had it accomy 
panied with fears aud 
dowbts of their own -Sal- 
vation. But, Madam, you 
mult conlider - that the 
faith which God requires 
in this matter is only thas, 
That he will certainly re 
ward all thoſe that believe 
in him, and obey his Com 
mandments ; I his we are 

uns» 
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undoubtedly to aſſent to ; 
but now for the particu- 
lar application of this 
Faith to our ſelves, that 
deſerves no more of our 
aſſent, nor can indeed 
warrantably have it, than 
what is founded on the 
ſerious conſideration of 


. bur own performances. 


Now though our conſct- 
ence bearing - witneſs to 
our l{incerty , may give 
us great cauſe to hope we 
arein 4 State of Salvatt- 
on, yet iS it no part of -any 
man's Faith undoubtedly 
to believe it 3 Nay rather 
foe degree of fear and 


E frem- 
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trembling mixt with it 
may be a good means to 
{ſecure us in our duty ; 
whilſt a confident depen- 
dance is very often ill 
grounded, and may Ccre- 
ate ſuch a negligence as 
will certainly ruine us. 


8. L x t your endeavour 
therefore be to fulfill 
God's commands, to re- 
pent as often as you fail 
of it, and to hope for 

rdon and acceptance of 

im. Infinite reaſon you 
have for all this; and 
this will be ſufficient for 
your preſent comfort , 
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and for your future ac- 
ceptance. But if ſtill, ei- 
ther * the greatneſs of 
the danger, or * glory 
of art ; * either 
your defires of becoma 
better, * or a true y__ 
humble ſenſe of your own 
unworthineſs ( which is 
almoſt the perpetual caſe 
of. the belt perſons ) keep 
your Soul under an awe 
and a concern, and will 
not ſuffer you to riſe u 
tothat confidente, which 
ſome Men, I fear, un- 
warrantably themſelves 
pretend to, I am ſure un» 
warrantably require of 
E 2 others ; 
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others; Aſſure your ſelf, 
that whilſt you firmly ac- 
quieſce in the general be- 
hef, That God will re 
ward all them that love 
him , and dowbt of your 
ſelf only becauſe you fear 
whether you do this {0 
well as you ought ; this 
doubting ſhall prepare 
you to receive the res 
ward of your Humility, 
but never bring you 10 
danger of any puniſh- 


ment for your infidelity. 


Sed. 


T HEE TT OW WS GT TO” 


foz Death, 97 


SS, IL 
Of Repentance, 


EPENTANCEIS 
uſually defined ro 

be « change of mind, an 
bfolute' entire converſion 
our Souls from ſim to 
God. It is not a thing to 
be done at certain times, 
as when we give an Alms, 
we exerciſe a particular 
aft of charity ; but "tis a 
ftate of life, and conſiſts 
in a continual ſincere 
practice of all thoſe 
| E 3 durics 
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duties which God has re- 
quired, and a hearty for- 
row, confeſſion, and re- 
{olution of better obedi- 
ence, as ofren as we v10- 
late any of his com- 
mands. 


2. Tas pallage to it 
is difficult and unealie ; 
It contains = {teps 
which the habitual [:nner 
will find it hard to over- 
paſs. I ſhall here conf 
der only four of the more 
principal, and wich are 
ever found in that Chri- 
ſtian who truly lives 1n a 
State of it. 

2, Tre 
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3. Int firft is, To have 
a true ſenſe of fin, of 
its Odiouſneſs, and of 


its danger. 


Le Y ou muſt fhrm- 
ly be convinced that eve- 
ry fin you commit , 
ets you at efimity with 
Heaven, and will ( if not 
forſaken ) render you un- 
capable of it : That to 
perſevere in any evil 
courſe, is the way to 
make you unhappy 1n 
this Life, and” ſhall cer- 
tainly throw you 1nto 
everlaſting torments in 


E 4 the 
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the next : Of all this you 
muſt ſeriouſly perſwade 
our ſelf, and that not 
ightly and in general, 
deceiving your ownSoul ; 
but bringing it home to 
your particular concern 
in it; affeCting your 
mind, and engaging your 
utmolt endeavours to 
avoid that evil, which 
is thus odious to God,and 
thus dangerous to your 
Everlaſting Salvation. 


Tax ſecond ſep to this 
Duty , is, To have 4 
hearty ſorrow andcontri> 
tion for your ſix. 

4. AND 
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4. A N'D this you muſt 
endeavour after, not by 
being frighted and terri- 
fied, and ſo upon that ac- 
count troubled, as often 
as you reflect on thoſe 
inhnite evils your ſins 
are like to bring upon 

ou. There is no Man 
bois ſo - wicked , but 
would do the fame ; Burt, 
Madam, you mult really 
forrow that you haveever 
linn'd ; That you have 
provoked ſo loving and 
merciful a Father ; That 
you have diſobey'd ſo 
graciousa Redeemer, and 

B 5 all 
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all ro gratify your paſh- 
ons in ſome baſer in- 
ſtance, which you ought 
to abhor upon thele 
grounds alone , though 
there were no uae 
ment awaiting your 
tranſgreſſions. 


5. NoRK muſt this 
forrow and contvition be 
only for the groſler evils 
of our unregenerate 
eſtate, but even when we 
hve beſt we muſt repeat 
it as often as we tran{(- 
greſs the divine com- 
mand;nay we ſhould em- 
Ploy i too, even. upon the 


weak 
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weakneſſes, the frailties, 
the pollutions of our na- 
tures : our very proneneſs 
and inclination to ſin: for 
however theſe ( uncon- 
ſented to ) are no aCtual 
tranſgreſhons ; yet are 
they matter of ſorrow 
and grief to every true 
Chriſtian, and therefore 
ought to be part of his 
humiliation allo. 


Tae third preparatory 
to this Duty, .is, Cons 


feſſion. 


6. AND this ſo necel- 
fry to our pardon, that 
E 6 WC- 
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= have no promiſe of 
ny forgiveneſs without 
0 fulfill this you mult 
ne « fariafy your ſelf to ac- 
knowledge to m— = 

mighty in general, 
you area (inner ; %. = 
muſt carefully remark, 
and particularly enume- 
rate alſo, at leaſt the ſe- 
veral kizds of ſin. whereof 
you know your ſelf guil- 
You muſt ſhew a ws 

fa nſe of them by 
vating them with al ts 
unhappy circumſtances, 
and heightning accidents 
of them; and for the 
ret, you muſt compriſe 
your 
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our unknown and le 
ſins under ſome ſuch 
kneral confeſſion as 
t of theholy David, 
Who can tell how 
oft he. offendeth? 7% '% 
O cleanſe thou me 
from my ſecret faults. 


7. You will, M«- 
dam , doubtleſs expet 
that I ſhould here add 
ſomewhat of another 
fort of Confeſſion, which 
I have ſometimes had 
the honour to diſcourſe 
with you about ; I then 
told you that unleſs 
{ome Accident rendred 

it 
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it ſo, I did not eſteem 
it abſolutely neceſſary. 
The expediency of it, 
I muſt conteſs, I ever 
much approved, and 
have often wHh'd ©- 
thers would do fotoo ; 
and the reafons I have 
at large given you may 
be ſummed up into 
theſe : r. That St. James 
has adviſed us to con- 
feſs our faults one to an- 
other, Chap. 5.16. and 
pray one for another. 2. If 
we have injured ano- 
ther, vhen- we ought to 
go and confeſs our fault 
ro lum, asever we mean 

rO 


to obtain the forgive- 
nels of God. 3. Bur 
* our fin belongsonly 
to him, yet to confeſs 
to his Minifter 1s 1n fome 
fort a fuller fatisfation 
to his zulitice ; It declares 
our greater deteſtation 
of that ofence, for 
which we are content 
tro commit thes violence 
upon our felves. It 
grves. us. this comfort 
too, that thereby we 
get the opinion of our 
Spiritual Craide Concer- 
ung the fate of our 
Repent ance ;, and Is i! 
rection and afliſtance for 


thc. 
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the ing of it; 
and it we deſire his par» 
ticular abſolution , we 
muſt then make our 
confeſhon to him be- 
fore we can obtain it. 
What. force theſe mo- 
tives may have upon 
- I cannot tell ; but 
the preſent youare 
paſſing into a 
_ you wil have 
e rtunity to 
alt i, and 
therefore reſolve to ſup- 
ply it, by a more due 
and careful performance 
of it to God Almighty 


Treg 
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Tnsz aft thing prepa- 
ratory to a true Re- 
pentance , 1s, A firm 
reſolution and wow 


of 4 new life. 


8. Trxar you will 
immediately quit all 
your Sins, and all the oc- 
caſions that are wont to 
lead you into thoſe (ins ; 
That you will wholly 
reſign your ſelf up to 
the guidance of Chrif ; 
and perform whatiee- 
yer you know to be his 
will; and this do = 
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and ſincerely all the 
days of your life. 


9. AND here, Ma- 
dam, behold in ſhort the 
duties that are required 
of you. : This is what 
you mult do to inherit 
eternal Life, And if 
you have ( asI make no 
doubt ) already come 
up thus far, you are 
then firmly to perſevere 
in it unto the end; It 
you fulfil rhis Reſoluth> 
on, though you * fall 
{amnctimes by infirmity ; 
* are betrayed by Igno 
rance, * or {urprized 

by 


foz Death, III 
by ſome ſudden, and 


dayly incurring tempt at i- 
+ onf, * Nay, though you 
Thould be fo unhappy 
as.- to fall into ſome 
greater A#, even of 
dcliberxte fin, which you 
might have avoided, and 
which you: preſently re- 
tract by confeſſion and 
amendment, you are ne» 
verthelels in a regene» 
rate eftate, you hive the 
Life of a Chriſtian here, 
and ſhall inhertt the re- 
ward that is promilcd 
to him , 1n a glorious 
Immortality hereatrer. . 


10. I 
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10. I SHALL cloſe 
this with my earneſt de- 
fires, which not any 
doubts of -your goodnels, 
' but © my real concern 
for your welfare, ex- 
tort fromme ; that you 
will ſeriouſly conſider 
your own . ftate as to 
this affair ; Flatter mot 
your ſelf, * neither a 
tranfient ſorrow that you 
have finned, * nor a 
wiſh that you had not, 
* neither a faint and 
general, God be mer- 
ciful to me 4 ſinner ; 
* nor an imperfet? re- 

ſolw- 


| 


' 


+ 
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ſolution not to be ſo a- 
ny longer ; * not an gb- 
ſerving , for the the 
whole Law, if you" in- 
dulge your ſelf but in 
any one habit of fin; 
* not praying to God 
to give you his grace ; 
without your own fin- 
cere endeavours of uſing 
« ; nothing but a ſteady 
reſolution brought to 
praftice ; God's grace 
uſed, his commandments 
obey'd as far as your 
infirmities will permit, 
and his pardon begg'd 
where you have not ; 
This is that which a- 

lone 


114 Pzeparation 


lone muſt fave your 
Soul, and carry you on 
to that glorious Im- 
mortality, which I be» 
ſeech him to give you 
for his Son Jeſus Chrif's 
ſake. 


CHAP; 
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CHAR: Iv, 
A conſideration of ſome 


particular duties which 
I would more eſpe- 
cially recommend to 
You. 


I TrHoucnT, Madam, 
ed 


here to have en- 


your trouble, and to «ve 


+ referr'd my ſelf forwhat 
may concern your far- 
ther prattice, ro thoſe 
excellent and uſeful 

Treatiſes 
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Treatiſes you have { 


wiſely provided for that 
purpoſe ; But they ſpeak 
in general, and though 
I know the care you 
take to apply them to 
our ſelf, yet I cannot 
ut beg leave to add 
two or three conlidera- 
tions that may more im- 
mediately be accommo- 
dated to your patticu- 
lar circumſtances. 


Firff, That you duely 
implore the blefſings 
of Heaven by your 
conſtant Prayers to 
God tk 


NeeD 


" =" wYF ww wo FF FF Www 


foz Death. 


117 


I NEED not tell you 
that you have * man 
wants to be ſuppli 
* many dlelfagy tO re» 
cerve, * maay lins to be 
forgiven, and that there 
is nothing can obtain all 
theſe tor yau. bug your 
prayers; Or, wgre,you ſo 
all-ſafticient ,.as- adt to 
need the influences of 


Providence to, ſypgort 
you, yet Ss Hos 
eyery day bring to your 
remembrance {lips, and 
infrmities to be come 
feſs'd to him, to be ſure 
bleſſings = mercies to 
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be gratefully acknow- | 
kdged, th a perperual 

revarm of profes = 
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move thoſe affliftions 
you now labour under, 
trom you, or you from 
them; will bring you 
peace, and comfort, and 
{atisfattion 1n this life, 
and an everlaſting peace 
and repoſe in the next. 


3. I T has been the 
eat diſcouragement of 
ome Chriſtians 1n, the 
exerciſe of this duty , 
that they do not find 
theſe great Benefits of 
their devotion : That 
they are told indeed of 
the mighty influences of 
prayer ; aud have read 
how 


 fo2 Death, 12: 


how that by it Toſbus 
changed the order of 
nature, and made the 
Sun ſtand ſtill in the 
midſt of the Firmament ; 
Elias tied up the "I 
Windows of Heas 72. : 
ven that it rai- 2 Kings 
ned not for three 7" 
whole years in I[> _. 
rael ; H-zekias qr 
added fifteen years 
; to his life; The Apo- 
ftles gave feet to the 
Lame, Eyes to the Blind ; 
and even life to the 
Dead ; But themſelves 
are ſo far from working 
fuch wiracles, that they 
: F. 3 Ccan= 
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cannot fo much 'as obs 
rin the ſupply of thoſe 

wants they 
very © labour uy 
der. 


4. Bur, Madam, we 
—_—_ not for all this 
thinks either that the 
Arm of the Lord is 
ſhortened, that he can- 
got, or his will alter'd 
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fond preſumption 1n us 
to expet them ; Bur 


for the reſt there are 
exo conliderations which 
Men would do well ww 
|; reflect on before they 
| charge God fooliſhly, 


1. WHETHER we do 
got very often receive 
the benefiz of our pray- 
_ when yet ungrate- 
wak we charge Heaven 

denying our Talk. 


2. I's oa Roquoſts 
are really deny'd, whe- 
thee the fault da's not 


F 4 ly. 
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ly at our own doors 
that they are ſo. 


5. FO Rr the former 
of theſe we may very 
ealily be miſtaken, and 
I doubt very often are 
{0: Did we indeed per- 
fettly know the ſtate 
of our own condition, 
and what was moſt pro- 
per and convenient for 
us, we might then have 
{ome reaſon to conclude 
-our Prayers were not 
heard, it our deſires were 
not anſwered : But now 
that ſuch is our igno- 
rance that though we 


arc 
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. are ſenſible enough of 
the evils that-lie upon 
us, yet- we cannot ſay 
ether whether they are 
fit to be —— at 
all; or when, or by 
what means ; or for 
what ſtate ; we. ought 
to be very wary 1n our 
thoughts of God's Pro- 
vidence, and not raſhly 
pronounce what we can 
never be ure of.. 


6. SHOULD you 
now, for in(tance, your 


lelf, Madam ,. pray to 
God for a recovery from. 


this ſickneſs ; how raih 


EF. $ would . 


& 
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would it be to accuſe 
God of not hearing your 
Prayers, becauſls you 
found your Diſeaſe to 
continue fill? * Ir 
= he ſees it has not 


y wrought 


*& all ' thoſe _ 
in you ra * 
if you wy at this 


time recover your health, 
it might occaſion your 
_ - the fins. and: 
llies of your 

It may be he — 
yer longer to yout 
vertue, that {ſo he may 
afterwards more plente 
quſly reward it ; *. Per» 

haps 


foz Death. 
haps he puniſfes your 
firs by it in this La 
that ma re 
i PNo if 
theſs or. the like are 
| the cauſes of your af 
fiftion , certainly you - 
could not hve a great- 


- rm, a of 


129 - 


as es ban heard by 
open and beſt anſwer 
for you, .if they. move 
to 4: longer conti- 
nuance of ur ſickneſs. 

| Again: * Though God 
| F6 does 
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does not anſwer your 
requeſts.in. the very re- 
moval of your diſtem- 
rz it may be yet he 
ws their efficacy in 
ſupporting you . with 
ſtrength and patience to 
bear 1t ;. Infinite are the 
methods of his. Provis 
dence, and impoſlible 
it is for us. to trace 
them all, and though 
we are not able tg 
point out the very mer- 
cy which our. devotzon 
has obtajned, yet this 
God has.promilſed,. and 
we mult therefore firm- 
ly believe and rely ugr 
on 


fo: Death. 'I 1} 


en It, That if weask, 
we. ſhall, we do, receive. 


7. But here my ©- 
ther conſideration muſt 
come in, St. Fames, ſpealo 
ing of the. ineffeftualnels 

{ome mens Devotion, 
tells them, Te ry and re- 
cetrve not, becauſe 
» 45k am'ſs; and EY 
that I fear is too often our 
condition 3 And therer 
forethat you may be. able 
both to know and, avoid 
this, I will. beg leave, 
Madam, to give you anly 
a (hort Catalogue of what 
qualifications feem.. t9 

me 
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memore ammediately re- 
ite to render your 
otion prevalent. 


a, Taxa _ 
things you defire 
fuch asare fit for God to 
ve, and you toreceive ; 
efile ya | _ 
e , 
omar ox hv 57 
nocent matters, rather 
beg in the ble 
fings of God which he 
knows requifite , whe- 
ther for your Soul or Bo- 
dy,. than deſcand too 
mueh to the particulars 
your felf, and preſcribe 
to 
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to him, who {© little 
| underſtand your own 
wants. 


— PIORIIO 


PREPARE 
; your with all chos 
necefſary Graces that are 
more 


y requt- 
ſite 
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ſite tothis performance ? 
with Humility and Reſig+ 
nation ; with Faithin his 
power and Hope of his 
mercy, with Love and 
Charity towards God and 
towards. your Negh- 
bour ; All which. will 
infiaitely diſpoſe him to 
give, and prepare: you to 
receive. 


: Fowthly, When you 
pray, let it be wich at 
tention, with fervency, 
witli perſeverance, To 
= end I ſhould think 
t better that your. prays 
ers WEIE ſhore = free 


quent, 


> —-— - 


= 0 


tor your. ſecurity , and 
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quent, than over long; 
which only make them 
tedious and unealie to 
you in your preſent ſtate, 
but never the more ac- 
ceptable to God; who 
delights not in -mens 
words, but requires their 
hearts; and -hears the 
ſhorteſt * ejaculation, us 
certainly as rhe longeſt 
prayer.” 


Fifthly, IN. a -word : 
Having pray'd, leave the 


ue contentedly im his 


hands: Let it ſatisfy you 
that you have his promiſe 


that 
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an Cryon maker 
requeſts to him, you ſhall 
faoner or _ mts 

.. » faialy find: that 
or 550. our labour bas 
wat been in uUain, in the 
Lord. 


A SECOND daty, that 
I mult core partievy 


Futh ut wr, x, Cor. 23. 
And 
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And could we have every 
other vertue which the 
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endeavour to pleaſe and 
obey him, to f:ilfill his 
commands, and hate all 
thoſe things that he dil 
likes, and may any way 
ſet you at enmity with 


3. THe latter» enga- 
ges you to 2a univerſal 
love of all Men, even 
your very Enemies; to 
retain no malice nor ha-- 
tred againſt any; to be 
ready to dothem all the 
kindneſs you are able, by 
reproving the Vicious, 
mitructing the ignorant, 
relieving the poor ; for 

all 
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all which, you have the 
o—_ promite of God 
your - engagement; 
and ſhall receive the par- 
don of your ſins, and 
everlaſting glory for your 

| Reward. 


IMusST now haſten 
toa concluſion,and there» 
fore wil! preſume to add 
only this one caution 
more, 


- FTHr1gDLy, that you 
would take an eſpecial 
care how you employ your 
time. 


IT 
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I T is not, Madam, for 
me to divinc what op- 


| nm eng 41 
:this, aor can Lthere- 
fore advife you any thing 
1a particular : ler 
me beg you to loſe no 


preſent fackneisbe, 
he ſure your duty, 
wal ogg 
dingeather m chis Wor 
eranocther. 


2. 1 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


| of ſorrow ; ſince it has 
| pleaſed God to lay his 


10- 
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inflittions upon you, You 
ought ſo far-(I had..al- 
moſt- ſaid in civility to 
him ): to comply . with . 
your circumſtances ,.. as 
to. be a. lictle more reſer- 
ved than otherwiſe were 
needful, and though not 
tofly to the other extreme 
(which, I rather ought 
to diflwade you from ) 
yet tO ay. ach wer ot 
r, as may 
= ſenſible,as you ought, 
of your -condition ,. .and 
yet not diſcontented at 
God's diſpenſations. 


x40 


3. Bur 
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Bar, Madan, what- 
$ be, 


3 1 
# 
T 
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God of your Salvanion ; 
[This is-a piece-of thrift 
that by frequent exerciſe 
will do you much good , 
and yet never injure any 
other buſineſs. Auguſtus 
Ceſar is highly commen- 
ded by the ancient Poet, 
that in the midſt of his 
moſt troubleſome eccu- 
pations he could ſtill find 
time to look up to Hea- 
ven, and .conlider the 
Frame , and contemplate 
the parts and motions 
of it. How much 
more ſhould we always 
be at leiſure toreflet on 
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that and us; to whoſe 
| Providence we owe every 
minute of our lives, 
and whom therefore we 
ought, above all other 


t » inceſſantly ' to 
| iſe for his unſpeaka- 
le Mereies. 


G 2 CLOSE, 
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CLOSE 


N D now, Madam, 

that I may cloſe 

with whatI begun, after 
ſo long an intruſion upon 
your Meditations, with 
theſe refleftions , which 
I am confident make a 
great part of your dayly 
entertainment ; The only 
thing that can render el- 
ther theſe Papers or their 
recom- 


recommendations accep- 
table unto you; that can 
ſecure you againſt ſin, 
and endear I 
Religion to your praCtice, 
will be to Noiſe om af- 
feions above this World, 
T” ſeriouſly conſidering 

excellence and cer- 
rainty of another life; 
and ho vain and tran- 
fient, indeed how trouble- 
ſome and unlatisfying are 
the higheſt felicities of 
thus. 

2. TRAVE not here 
time to delineate to you 
the glorics of God's hea- 

G 3 vealy 
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venly Kingdom, nor in- 
deed could I tell you (if 
I had) what the hap» 
ineſs of that place is like= 
y to be, © where all tears 
* ſball be wiped from our 
* eyes, and there ſhall beno 
| nore death, nor ſorrow, 

nor crying , nor pain; 
When Kan Foo tl be 
freed from every dilſcaſc ; 
our Souls from every 
trouble; thoſe ſhall be 
chang'd into incorrupti- 
ble and immortal ſub» 
ſtances, theſe be enter- 
tajn'd with the moſt com- 
fortable and raviſhing obs» 
jeQs, and both continue 


$0) 
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to be thus ar anos 
happy throughout all 
Eternity, without the leaſt 
danger of cither loſing 
or leiſening their enjoy- 
ments. 


}. BLESSED God! 
How contrary is this to 
our melancholy and un- 
comfortable portion here 
below? a place, where 
not a day palles, but we 
eat our Bread with 
{orrow and cares; The 
preſent troubles us , the 
future amazes us; and 
even tie palt fills us with 
grief and anguiſh. I for- 
G 4 bear 
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bear to mention the par- 
ticular evils which every 
Man beft knows - his 
OWN CXxPErience : We. 
look abroad upon the pre- 
ſent face of the World, 
What do we fee in the 
ſeveral Kingdoms about 
us, but Wars and confu- 
ſion, all things running 
toruine, and uction, 
to the confounding and 
devouring of each other. 
If we conlider the Church, 
that holy Mother of us 
all, how do her unna« 
tural Children rend and 
tear her ſacred bowels 
by their contentions? 

What 
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What Schiſms, What 
Hereſies, what Profant- 
zeſs is there in-it ? On- 
ly in Sin and Impiety we 
== on all ſides; here 

is neither nor 
Gentile; but all are uni- 
ted in a monſtrous con- 
tederacy againſt God and ' 


our own Souls. «+ 


4. I 6 we contra&our 
view, and confine it to - 
eur own ſinful nation ;, It 
has pleaſed God to pre- 
ſee if we will t and 


anticipate his : 
But alas ! his and i 
G 5 lifted 
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lifted up to ſtrike, and 
we” do- nothing to pre» 
vent the blow: and 
what can we expett but 
that it ſhould art laſt fall 
upon us to our confulty 
ON. 


5. PARDON me, 
Madgn , it I freely con» 
tes to you my fears, that 
1 tremble to think what 
ſhall be the iſſue of ſo 
great an. Impenitence,, as 
.we have now theſe many 
years ſhew'd under all the 
various methods of God's 
Providence to redeem us. 


6, Hz 
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\ 6, Hs. has . ſent the 
{word,both of civil Trou- 
bles and publick War a- 
mongh us,and it has been 
deeply ſtain'd. in the 
blood of . the. beſt and 
chiefeſt of our ſtrength ; 
Qur Princes . have bees 
forced into . Captivity 3 
Our Church been. chaſed 
into the Wilderneſs; The 
breath of our noſtrils , the 
Anointed of the .Lord «has 
been cut of by the. vileſt 
of his Subjects, yet have 
Wwe not returad, nof 
Jaught our God. 


| ; G6 7. THe 


£52 Preparation 


7.. Tur Fire has Con». 
ſumed our dwellings, the 
Plague deſtroy'd its Thows 
fands and ten thouſands in 
owr Streets, yet behold we 
are {till incorrigible, we 
go on as before in the 
_ of our own hearts, 
and ſpeak peace to our 
fouls even in the midſt 
of all theſe dangers. 


8, GREAT certainly 
» our ſin, and fatal, I 
fear, ſhall be the pu 
niſhment of it, and what 
fhall we.do, ( for, Ma- 
4m, LI mult here beg 

leave. 
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leave to joyn my lf in 
this reflection) to pre- 
vent our part in tle com- 
mon deftrution ? Let 
us take heed that we 
have no ſhare in their 
fins, and then by God's 
mercy we ſhall have none 
in the puniſhment. Let 
us live as thoſe who at- 
tend ſuch trials, and 
then he will either be 
pleaſed to rake ws from 
the evil to come, Or co- 
wer us with his hand in 
the midſt of it: He will 
to be ſure with the dan- 
ger make a way for . us 


to eſcape; and Y 
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paſt through -this ſhore 
iform, wil bring us to 
that Port where we ſhall 
find everlaſting Reſt, and 
a conſummated felicity.,; 
* Thoſe bleſſings, which 
* weither Eye has ſeen, 
© nor Ear heard, nor does 
*it enter into the Heart 
* of Man to conceive; 
but which God has pre- 
pared for them that love 
him: Among which bleſ- 
ſed number that you 
may then be found, as 
it was the only inten- 
tion of theſe refleCtions 
to prepare you, ſo {ball 
it ever: be the hearty 

' prayer 
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prayer of him who 
with all imaginable re- 
ſpelt and ſincerity re- 
mains, 


Madam, 


Your moſt humble, 
and.moſt obedient 


Servant, 


W. W. 
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